
Table 20A.  Full-time graduate science, engineering, and health students in

in doctorate-granting institutions, by department and year: 1980-1989

Field 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989

....................Total, all departments 224,393 228,198 231,193 237,166 237,844 241,421 250,041 254,671 260,490 267,672

..............Biological sciences, total 35,998 35,566 35,256 35,095 35,509 35,509 36,420 36,860 37,933 39,011
...................................Anatomy 990 963 937 921 936 891 893 919 951 971

............................Biochemistry 3,686 3,707 3,788 3,940 4,204 4,434 4,613 4,590 4,722 4,794
.....................................Biology 8,340 7,997 7,859 7,673 7,654 7,292 7,414 7,430 7,685 8,086

.............Biometry/epidemiology 1,045 999 919 877 751 996 1,048 1,166 1,213 1,211
................................Biophysics 476 457 423 437 419 381 449 468 544 610

......................................Botany 3,017 2,880 2,995 2,851 2,800 2,674 2,727 2,555 2,520 2,431
..............................Cell biology 932 989 1,110 1,138 1,209 1,406 1,655 1,896 2,045 2,205

....................................Ecology 947 931 905 835 865 864 854 784 816 866
..........Entomology/parasitology 1,525 1,452 1,340 1,305 1,264 1,138 1,107 1,062 1,061 1,009

...................................Genetics 837 826 877 919 942 1,014 1,129 1,167 1,146 1,211
.............................Microbiology 3,607 3,497 3,503 3,686 3,802 3,867 3,855 4,000 4,301 4,321

....................................Nutrition 2,902 3,048 2,967 2,845 2,874 2,887 2,913 2,821 2,721 2,691
.................................Pathology 997 1,020 987 1,013 1,024 980 1,015 1,059 1,058 1,089

..........................Pharmacology 1,884 1,913 1,939 1,931 1,935 1,989 1,956 1,922 1,986 2,135
................................Physiology 1,853 1,924 1,805 1,764 1,967 1,986 2,005 1,996 2,008 2,057

....................................Zoology 2,238 2,208 2,105 2,016 1,834 1,691 1,700 1,766 1,703 1,760
...................Biosciences, n.e.c. 722 755 797 944 1,029 1,019 1,087 1,259 1,453 1,564

...................Health sciences, total 22,349 22,241 20,956 20,534 20,627 20,945 20,979 21,380 22,406 23,622

...............Clinical medicine, total 5,700 5,539 5,186 5,162 5,183 5,447 5,451 5,742 6,045 6,278
.........................Anesthesiology 13 16 19 27 58 65 115 167 184 262

......................Cancer/oncology 54 53 69 73 82 64 66 77 86 103
................................Cardiology 17 3 3 3 3 3 3 0 0 0

..........................Endocrinology 48 46 50 64 37 50 57 63 68 82
.....................Gastroenterology 0 3 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0

..............................Hematology 7 8 6 6 6 4 9 7 6 4
.................................Neurology 241 197 214 268 324 344 381 484 602 723

..............Obstetrics/gynecology 5 10 9 9 11 7 4 7 7 7
.........................Ophthalmology 12 15 10 10 6 6 8 11 31 22

.................Otorhinolaryngology 14 11 11 5 2 5 6 8 6 6
..............Pediatrics/child health 127 145 137 131 137 137 139 160 160 105

Preventive medicine/
.....................community health 4,513 4,437 4,024 3,920 3,909 4,080 4,028 4,112 4,187 4,184

................................Psychiatry 61 57 68 76 68 56 59 68 74 67
..................Pulmonary disease 8 2 3 2 2 4 3 2 3 2

.................................Radiology 218 222 193 169 182 169 150 123 146 167
....................................Surgery 83 81 77 63 50 50 48 60 62 67

...........Clinical medicine, n.e.c. 279 233 292 336 306 403 371 393 423 477

..........Other health related, total 16,649 16,702 15,770 15,372 15,444 15,498 15,528 15,638 16,361 17,344
...................................Dentistry 891 757 733 694 735 707 796 875 894 856

.....................................Nursing 6,330 6,850 6,289 5,805 5,721 5,586 5,413 5,404 5,431 5,414
.........Pharmaceutical sciences 1,655 1,687 1,702 1,766 1,769 1,787 1,841 1,823 1,906 2,045

....Speech pathology/audiology 4,751 4,521 4,529 4,440 4,331 4,429 4,358 4,039 4,416 4,644
..................Veterinary sciences 382 350 356 337 402 491 486 575 589 649
................Health related, n.e.c. 2,640 2,537 2,161 2,330 2,486 2,498 2,634 2,922 3,125 3,736

..................................Psychology 22,547 22,683 22,493 22,739 22,005 21,469 22,356 23,146 24,217 25,170

Social sciences (except
............................psychology) 43,913 43,671 41,729 40,850 38,981 39,496 39,645 40,426 41,453 42,824

..................................Engineering 41,696 44,528 48,377 52,453 53,787 54,583 58,495 60,210 61,363 62,746
............Biomedical engineering 783 848 907 1,013 1,103 1,115 1,269 1,341 1,397 1,571

....................Other engineering 40,913 43,680 47,470 51,440 52,684 53,468 57,226 58,869 59,966 61,175

........................Physical sciences 22,350 22,774 23,479 24,628 25,241 26,024 27,074 27,760 27,943 28,579
.................................Chemistry 13,151 13,303 13,865 14,593 14,685 15,124 15,579 15,794 15,672 15,879

.....................................Physics 8,540 8,846 8,970 9,389 9,823 10,129 10,710 11,127 11,444 11,839
...........Other physical sciences 659 625 644 646 733 771 785 839 827 861

...............Environmental sciences 10,283 10,475 10,842 11,469 11,220 10,800 10,810 10,011 9,765 9,653

Mathematical and computer
.................................sciences 15,428 16,320 18,251 19,789 20,921 23,691 25,265 26,129 26,651 27,347

....................Agricultural sciences 9,829 9,940 9,810 9,609 9,553 8,904 8,997 8,749 8,759 8,720

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering 


